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¢Ƙƛǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀŎƻƴ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀ ǾƛǊǳǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ ŘƻǿƴΦ  

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƳ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŀǘŜ ōǳǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀ 

ƘŀǇǇƛŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǝƳŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ς ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻǊ 

ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ Ŏƭǳō ς ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ       

ƻƴ-ƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  aǳŎƘ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜǾ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ CƻǳǊƛŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǝƳŜǎΦ 

! ǎŎŜƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǜǳƭ bŀǝǾƛǘȅ Ǉƭŀȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ   ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƛŘ ŀ  ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƧƻōΗ 

¢ƘŜ ŘƻƻǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇŜƴΗ   

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƭΦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
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The Beacon, Autumn 2020 

Once a month a small group of us meet 

to do what we call ólistening to Godô. 

We hope that what we hear is a word 

from God. In ways which sometimes 

seem uncanny, we find that there is a 

theme to the content of what we share 

when we gather after an hour or so of 

ólisteningô. Verses of scripture or 

images, or even the sound of a bird seem 

to point us to what God wants us to 

hear. 

I walk along a particular road quite 

frequently and pass a tree around which 

grows an old creeper; a kind of parasite 

that is dependent on the tree for its 

growth. It reminds me of some words in 

Hebrews 12 verse 1: ñélet us lay aside 

every weight and sin which clings so 

closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.ò That is one way in which 

God speaks to me.  

On another occasion, as I was preparing to lead a service in a church in Pietermaritzburg, I was 

looking at the Old Testament reading for the day when I was struck by the words of God to Elijah, 

ñWhat are you doing here, Elijah?ò (1 Kings 19:9). A little later in verse 15, ñThe Lord said to 

Elijah, óGo back the way you came.ôò So profoundly dramatic were these words that I began to 

question what I was doing at the time. I felt that God had spoken to me about my future. I was 

nearly 60 years old! 

God can use whatever is appropriate for the occasion: Moses and the burning bush in the desert 

(Exodus 3), Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9) are just two examples. We, however, need to 

become sensitive to Godôs voice and to expect God to talk to us. My experience when listening to a 

sermon ï no matter who is preaching ï is that there are words spoken that have a special ring 

about them encouraging us to mull over them. For this reason it is important that we have a 

notebook or something else to make a note of the words ï unless you have a good memory! 

The bible is of course the best book to read on questions about how to act and about morals. It is 

the most important source of inspiration ï never read the bible without a notebook and be 

prepared to hear God speak to you through a natural phenomenon. Look at things and ask 

yourself, ñWhat does the Spirit of God want to say to me?ò  

[ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘ .ȅ Lŀƴ .ƭȅǘƘ 



 о 

When the church in Musgrave Road was built in 1899, the organ 

which had been installed in Old St Thomas in 1893 was brought 

across to the new church.  In 1904  Mr and  Mrs Harold Miller 

donated the money for the present organ.  It was made by Henry 

Willis & Sons, a firm of pipe organ builders in the UK. They 

came out to this country to install it in St Thomas in 1905ðan 

ambitious  project!  Willis & Sons is regarded as the leading organ 

builders of the Victorian era, itself a time when both civic and 

religious commitment led to the erection of a large number of 

impressive buildings. The most famous Willis organs are 

probably those in the Royal Albert Hall, St. Paulôs and Salisbury 

Cathedrals. Although Willis & Sons is mostly remembered for 

organs on the grand scale they also built smaller instruments such 

as the organ at St Thomas. 

 

The organ was upgraded and modernized in 1957 at a cost of Ã3000.  A new stop was added in 

1990 and further repairs were undertaken in 2006-7 when the leaking roof caused damage and the 

opportunity was used to upgrade the mechanism affected wear and tear.  This was made possible 

by generous donations by the St Thomas parishioners to the Organ Fund. 

The wonderful sound that the organ produces, over 100 years since it was installed, bears 

testimony to the quality of Willis & Sons skills. It is considered one of the finest church organs in 

South Africa. 

¢ƘŜ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tƛǇŜ hǊƎŀƴ 

²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ  Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ Ǿƛŀ 

ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ό{ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 

5ǳǊōŀƴύ ŦƻǊΥ 

¶ 5ŀƛƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀǘ ƳƛŘŘŀȅΤ 

¶ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ фΦолŀƳΤ 

¶ {ǳƴŘŀȅ  ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ 

уΦолŀƳΦ 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 

άtǊŀȅŜǊ wƻƻƳέ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘτŎƭŜǊƎȅΣ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ 

ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΣ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴτŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 

{ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΦΦΦ 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pipe_organ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victorian_era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Albert_Hall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salisbury_Cathedral
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A Word from Fr Mike 
Last year, 2019, 

was a year of 

turmoil for the 

Anglican 

Diocese of 

Natal.  Our 

Diocesan Bishop 

retired a few 

months early, 

under what may be termed a dark cloud, as he 

left with the Diocese having a deficit in the 

region of R12 million.  At almost the same time, 

our remaining Bishop Suffragan, Bishop Tsietsi 

Seloane, was appointed as Diocesan of 

Umzimvubu Dioces, with effect 1 January this 

year.  We are NOT without leadership  at 

present though, the Archbishop has appointed 

Dean Sibisi to be our Vicar-General until the 

new Diocesan is elected and installed.  This 

takes place in May and June, of this year, 

respectively. 

What is our role right now?  To pray for our 

Vicar-General Ndabazinhle Sibisi as he takes 

care of the Diocese and the Cathedral.  Pray for 

the committee who is arranging the elective 

assembly, and then pray for the elective 

assembly itself, and for the folk who will be 

taking part in electing our new Bishop.  Pray 

also for Chapter and the Trustees as they look at 

a different way to manage the Diocese, one in 

which we can make significant savings on 

expenditure. 

 

 

An even greater role for us to play, not only in 

the Church, but in our country too, is to share 

the hope that we have.  Hope for a great future 

that God has promised, and hope for the here 

and now that we have through the death and 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus.  We should be 

setting the example, in our communities , of 

living lives that are filled with praise and 

thanksgiving, even as Paul teaches in several of 

his letters. 

I was grateful to see how some folk took me 

seriously and gave ñGratitude Journalsò for 

Christmass.  We should set the example and use 

journals of our own.  Journals that we not only 

write in, at least once a day, but journals that are 

used as we pray, making use of the entries to 

lead our prayers of praise and thanks.  We 

should use the journals too, to count our 

blessings, as each entry is a blessing from the 

Lord. 

I look forward to 2020, especially with you, my 

St. Thomas family, for I believe that God has 

much in store for us, and for the world around 

us.  We should walk together  in hope, sharing 

Godôs love and encouraging one another in all 

we do.  I look forward to a year that has much in 

store, most of which needs to unravel as we 

incorporate the students, arrange for and host 

more musical evenings, dances and fun(d) 

raising events.  There is no other family that I 

would choose to be on this journey with, as I 

give God thanks for YOU, my family of St. 

Thomas. 

May God bless others richly through us, even as 

He has blessed us. 

The Beacon, Autumn 2020 



 р 

The Beacon, Autumn 2020 

vǳƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ vǳƻǘŜǎ ōȅ Yŀȅ tŀǘƘŜǊ 

м Φ tƭŀƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ς ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ bƻŀƘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ !ǊƪΦ 

нΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛǘǎ ŜƴŘ Σ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŬƴŘ DƻŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

оΦ LŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƻ-ǇƛƭƻǘΣ ǎǿƻǇ ǎŜŀǘǎΦ 

пΦ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ Ψ!ƳŜƴΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ά! ǿƻƳŜƴΩΚ  

рΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǳǎΦ 

сΦ Lǘǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƴŜŜǎΦ 

тΦaŀƴΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎ ŜƴŘΤ DƻŘǎΩ ǿŀȅ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ƘƻǇŜΦ 

уΦ YƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΦ 

фΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ς ¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦ 

tǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭƻǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ !ǊƴƻƭŘ 

L ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ƘŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ ς ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜ ς 
ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƘŜ ƛǎΦ DǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ  ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘΦ 

L ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ L ŀŘƳƛǘ L 
ŘƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀǎ L 
ƪƴƻǿ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ 
ƪƴƻŎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ L ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ 
ŜǾŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŬƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǊƳǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀ 
ƭƻǎǘ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ 

[ƻǊŘΣ L ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ς ǘƘŜǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎΦ 
.ǳǘ [ƻǊŘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ /WΣ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻƭŜƴ ƎǳƛǘŀǊΦ 

!ƳŜƴ 

5ŀǾŜ όǎŀƴǎ ƎǳƛǘŀǊύΦ 
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DŜǩƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Dŀƛƭ {ƴȅƳŀƴ 

.ȅ 5ŜƻƴŜǧŜ Ǿŀƴ ½ȅƭ ŀƴŘ wƻōƛƴ WƻǳōŜǊǘ 

CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜǊΣ Dŀƛƭ {ƴȅƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŘŀǊƪ 

ƘŀƛǊŜŘ ƭŀŘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ŜȅŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎŎƘƛŜǾƻǳǎ ǎƳƛƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 

ǎƛǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƛǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΦ  

.ŀǇǝǎŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ wŀǇƘŀŜƭΩǎ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀǜƻǊŘ wƻŀŘΣ 5ǳǊōŀƴΦ DŀƛƭΩǎ 

ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŦǳƭ ƛƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇŀǊǘƘŜƛŘ ǿƘŜƴΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ у ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŀǎ ǳǇǊƻƻǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŀƊŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ 

DŀōǊƛŜƭϥǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊΣ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ 

ŀ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ 

!ǎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΣ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ DŀƛƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ /ŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ 

ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎǿŜŜǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ƛǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ 

ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨƻȅ-ŬƭƭŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦ Dŀƛƭ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ aƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŬǾŜ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ IŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ /Ƙŀƴǘŀƭ ƛǎ ŀ 

tǊƻƎǊŀƳ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ ŀƴŘ /ƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŀǘ ŀƴ bDh ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ aŜƎŀƴ ƛǎ ŀ 

tǊƻŘǳŎǘ tƻǊǜƻƭƛƻ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ wƻōȅƴ ƛǎ ŀ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΦ IŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ мм ǘƻ мфΦ  

²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ IǳƳŀƴƛǝŜǎΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ 

/ǊŜŀǝǾŜ !Ǌǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŀǘŀƭ όƴƻǿ ¦Y½bύ  !ǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ п ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎΣ 

tƻŜǘǊȅ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ǘƘŜ WƻƳōŀ 5ŀƴŎŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ 5ǳǊōŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ CƛƭƳ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳŜ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ²ǊƛǘŜǊ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ   {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƭŀȅǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭΣ Ϧ{ŀǎƻƭ CŜǾŜǊϦ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ 5ǳǊōŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ-ƘŀƴŘŜǊΣ Ϧ²ƛǘƘ ¢ŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴŀǾȅ ōƭǳŜ 9ȅŜǎϦ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻǳǊŜŘ 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ .ƻǘƘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ²ŜƴǘǿƻǊǘƘΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀǳŘƛǝƻƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŬƭƳ ǊƻƭŜǎΦ hƴŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǳŘƛǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ .ǊƛŘŜϦ ŀ ŬƭƳ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǇƛŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǝƻƴ ƻŦ  /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƴŀΦ  

Dŀƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмрΦ IŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ 

WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎƘƛƴŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘ 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎΦ 
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HEALING IN OUR LAND 
There is a famous verse in the Old Testament book of 
Chronicles which reads as follows:  

 
ñIf my people, who are called by my name, will humble 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land. ñ 

At no time since the inception of our democracy in 1994 
has the  sentiment expressed in the above verse  been 
more apposite. What is required is a deep spiritual and 
moral introspection by our leaders and people. 

There can be doubt that our people are in profound need 
of healing. The evidence presented before the Zondi 

Commission of Inquiry into state capture indicated the extent of corruption and mal
-administration that occurred during the Zuma period, the increase in crime reflect-
ed in the official crime statistics of last year as well as the carnage on the roads 
over the festive season. 

We as a people must realise the extent to which healing is required. South Africa 
must still to continue to address the legacy of apartheid and centuries of colonial 
oppression meted out to the indigenous people of our country. There is a powerful 
religious element involved in such a process and all the faith based institutions and 
religions have a fundamental role to play. Government and civil society also have 
an indispensable role to play. We need as a nation to become a far more caring 
and compassionate society. This is a spiritual, moral and political issue and it is es-
sential that the wealth of the country be shared.  

Although exemplary charitable work is done in our country in relation to the poor, 
very much more needs to be done. Communities and people, rich and poor need 
out to one another across the divisions in our diverse communities. We cannot af-
ford to have islands of poverty and affluence. In the words of John Donne, the 16th 
century English poet who said: óno man is an island entire of unto itself (but) part of 
the mainéô 

The healing of our land requires that we revisit the values set out in the Constitu-
tion, such as non-racialism, human dignity and gender equality. Although South Af-
rica is a country with infinite potential, it requires inspired and competent and politi-
cal leadership of integrity to bring about the healing.  As a nation must return to 
values of our Constitution and contribute to the nationôs healing, which is not only 
of spiritual but also has a political dimension. Therefore let us pray for President 
Ramaphosa and his government that they will seek guidance from the Almighty 
and govern in accordance with His will. 

George Devenish. 
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                        ! ǇǊƻŬƭŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻƳ [ŀƳōŜǊǘ 

                                                      .ȅ Yŀȅ tŀǘƘŜǊ 

²I9b ¢ƻƳ [ŀƳōŜǊǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǝƳŜǎΣ 
ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜǧŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΦ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŀȅ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ пп ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ¢ƻƳ Ƙŀǎ 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǜǳƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ 
ǎǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦΦ 

Iƛǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƛƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ../Ωǎ 
ά¢Ƙƛǎ Lǎ [ƻƴŘƻƴ /ŀƭƭƛƴƎέΦ 

IŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŀǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŀǘŀƭ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ .Φ /ƻƳƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀΦ 

{ǇƻǊǘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƭŜŀƎǳŜ 
ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŦƻǊ ½ƛƴƎŀǊƛ ƛƴ tƛŜǘŜǊƳŀǊƛǘȊōǳǊƎ ŀƴŘ 
ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇ ƛƴ ƎƻƭŦΣ ƘŜ ǿƻƴ 

ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƭƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ƭŀǿƴ ōƻǿƭǎΦ 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴƛǎǘΦ 

¢ƻƳ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ .ƻȅǎ 
IƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ мр ŀǎ ŘŜǇǳǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŀǘ !ƳŀƴȊƛƳǘƻǝ IƛƎƘΣ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ у ȅŜŀǊ ǎǝƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ WƻŎƪŜȅ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅΦ 

¢ƻ ŎǊƻǿƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ƘŜ 
Ƙŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ /Ƙŀƭƪ ŀƴŘ 
/ƘŜŜǎŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴŜǊƳƻǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŜƭȅ ǿƻǊŘŜŘ ōƻƻƪΣ ¢ƻƳ 
ǘŜƭƭǎ ƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ς ǿŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ς ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ 
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎƭȅ ŀŘƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

hƴŜ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ 
ƳŜ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ƛǘ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ άŀƊŜǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŬǎƘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ-
ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜƴŎŜέΦ 

ά¸ŜǘΣ L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
ǘǊŀǳƳŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ L ƘŀŘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
L Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ 
ŎƻƴǾƛŎǝƻƴ Ǉǳǘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ōŀŎƪ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊΦέ 

¢ƻƳ ǎǇŜƴǘ рн ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
Ƙƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƭŀǘŜ ǿƛŦŜΣ bƻŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ 
ǎƻƴǎΣ ¢ƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ 5ƛƎōȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ 5ƛǎŀΦ 

! ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ  ǊŜǇǳǘŀǝƻƴ 
ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘƭȅ ŜŀǊƴŜŘΗ 
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¢ƛƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻŦ {ǘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΦ 
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