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A scene from the most delightful Nativity play by the Junior Church. The teachers and children did a wonderful job!

This edition of the Beacon was put together before the Corona virus turned our lives upside down.
Some of the articles will seem slightly out of date but look at them as a reflection of our church in a
happier more free time. But let’s consider how far we have come – we may not meet for services or
enjoy the companionship of home groups and the book club – but we have changed into a vibrant
on-line community. Much praise and gratitude goes to the Rev Michael Fourie for continuing with the
services and prayers and for his spiritual guidance in these difficult times.
The doors may be closed, but the church is always open!
If you need to speak to someone, don’t hesitate to call. God, and St Thomas, will be here for you.
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Listening to God By Ian Blyth
Once a month a small group of us meet
to do what we call „listening to God‟.
We hope that what we hear is a word
from God. In ways which sometimes
seem uncanny, we find that there is a
theme to the content of what we share
when we gather after an hour or so of
„listening‟. Verses of scripture or
images, or even the sound of a bird seem
to point us to what God wants us to
hear.
I walk along a particular road quite
frequently and pass a tree around which
grows an old creeper; a kind of parasite
that is dependent on the tree for its
growth. It reminds me of some words in
Hebrews 12 verse 1: “…let us lay aside
every weight and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” That is one way in which
God speaks to me.
On another occasion, as I was preparing to lead a service in a church in Pietermaritzburg, I was
looking at the Old Testament reading for the day when I was struck by the words of God to Elijah,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:9). A little later in verse 15, “The Lord said to
Elijah, „Go back the way you came.‟” So profoundly dramatic were these words that I began to
question what I was doing at the time. I felt that God had spoken to me about my future. I was
nearly 60 years old!
God can use whatever is appropriate for the occasion: Moses and the burning bush in the desert
(Exodus 3), Paul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9) are just two examples. We, however, need to
become sensitive to God‟s voice and to expect God to talk to us. My experience when listening to a
sermon – no matter who is preaching – is that there are words spoken that have a special ring
about them encouraging us to mull over them. For this reason it is important that we have a
notebook or something else to make a note of the words – unless you have a good memory!
The bible is of course the best book to read on questions about how to act and about morals. It is
the most important source of inspiration – never read the bible without a notebook and be
prepared to hear God speak to you through a natural phenomenon. Look at things and ask
yourself, “What does the Spirit of God want to say to me?”
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The St Thomas Pipe Organ
When the church in Musgrave Road was built in 1899, the organ
which had been installed in Old St Thomas in 1893 was brought
across to the new church. In 1904 Mr and Mrs Harold Miller
donated the money for the present organ. It was made by Henry
Willis & Sons, a firm of pipe organ builders in the UK. They
came out to this country to install it in St Thomas in 1905—an
ambitious project! Willis & Sons is regarded as the leading organ
builders of the Victorian era, itself a time when both civic and
religious commitment led to the erection of a large number of
impressive buildings. The most famous Willis organs are
probably those in the Royal Albert Hall, St. Paul’s and Salisbury
Cathedrals. Although Willis & Sons is mostly remembered for
organs on the grand scale they also built smaller instruments such
as the organ at St Thomas.
The organ was upgraded and modernized in 1957 at a cost of £3000. A new stop was added in
1990 and further repairs were undertaken in 2006-7 when the leaking roof caused damage and the
opportunity was used to upgrade the mechanism affected wear and tear. This was made possible
by generous donations by the St Thomas parishioners to the Organ Fund.
The wonderful sound that the organ produces, over 100 years since it was installed, bears
testimony to the quality of Willis & Sons skills. It is considered one of the finest church organs in
South Africa.

St Thomas is not cancelled...
We look forward to seeing you at our St Thomas
online services and prayer meetings. Join us via
our Facebook page (St Thomas Anglican Church,
Durban) for:


Daily prayer at midday;



Wednesday morning Eucharist at 9.30am;



Sunday morning service and junior church at
8.30am.

Further details about the virtual services and our
“Prayer Room” are available on the Facebook page.
Thank you to all in the church—clergy, readers,
musicians, volunteers and congregation—for all the
work that goes into these services.
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A Word from Fr Mike
Last year, 2019,
was a year of
turmoil for the
Anglican
Diocese
of
Natal.
Our
Diocesan Bishop
retired a few
months
early,
under what may be termed a dark cloud, as he
left with the Diocese having a deficit in the
region of R12 million. At almost the same time,
our remaining Bishop Suffragan, Bishop Tsietsi
Seloane, was appointed as Diocesan of
Umzimvubu Dioces, with effect 1 January this
year. We are NOT without leadership at
present though, the Archbishop has appointed
Dean Sibisi to be our Vicar-General until the
new Diocesan is elected and installed. This
takes place in May and June, of this year,
respectively.

An even greater role for us to play, not only in
the Church, but in our country too, is to share
the hope that we have. Hope for a great future
that God has promised, and hope for the here
and now that we have through the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus. We should be
setting the example, in our communities , of
living lives that are filled with praise and
thanksgiving, even as Paul teaches in several of
his letters.
I was grateful to see how some folk took me
seriously and gave “Gratitude Journals” for
Christmass. We should set the example and use
journals of our own. Journals that we not only
write in, at least once a day, but journals that are
used as we pray, making use of the entries to
lead our prayers of praise and thanks. We
should use the journals too, to count our
blessings, as each entry is a blessing from the
Lord.
I look forward to 2020, especially with you, my
St. Thomas family, for I believe that God has
much in store for us, and for the world around
us. We should walk together in hope, sharing
God’s love and encouraging one another in all
we do. I look forward to a year that has much in
store, most of which needs to unravel as we
incorporate the students, arrange for and host
more musical evenings, dances and fun(d)
raising events. There is no other family that I
would choose to be on this journey with, as I
give God thanks for YOU, my family of St.
Thomas.

What is our role right now? To pray for our
Vicar-General Ndabazinhle Sibisi as he takes
care of the Diocese and the Cathedral. Pray for
the committee who is arranging the elective
assembly, and then pray for the elective
assembly itself, and for the folk who will be
taking part in electing our new Bishop. Pray
also for Chapter and the Trustees as they look at
a different way to manage the Diocese, one in
which we can make significant savings on
expenditure.
May God bless others richly through us, even as
He has blessed us.
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Quips and Quotes by Kay Pather
1 . Plan ahead – it wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark.
2. When you get to your wits end , you’ll find God lives there.
3. If God is your co-pilot, swop seats.
4. Why do they say ‘Amen’ at the end of a prayer instead of “A women’?
5. We don’t change the message, the Message changes us.
6. Its hard to stumble when you’re on your knees.
7.Man’s way leads to a hopeless end; Gods’ way leads to an endless hope.
8. Kindness is difficult to give away because it keeps coming back.
9. If you can’t sleep don’t count sheep – Talk to the Shepherd.

Prayer for a lost love by Dave Arnold
I pray that he treats her well – the new man in her life –
whoever he is. Grant that they make music together as
we did, that they sing together and dance together as
we did.
I ask that he doesn’t take her for granted as I admit I
did and that he professes his love for her every day as I
know I did not.
Please let it be that she isn’t treated roughly or even
knocked about as I sometimes allowed her to be. And if
ever she should find her way back to me, allow me the
grace to welcome her with open arms as you would a
lost sheep.
Dave (sans guitar).

Lord, I still have the photographs and many happy
memories – these can never be taken away as she was.
But Lord, will you watch over CJ, my stolen guitar.
Amen

6
The Beacon, Autumn 2020

Getting to know Gail Snyman
By Deonette van Zyl and Robin Joubert
For those of you who don’t know her, Gail Snyman is that beautiful dark
haired lady with the gentle eyes and the mischievous smile, who usually
sits at the back of the church on the right hand side, and exits when it is
time for her, together with her team, to take the children through to
their Sunday lessons.
Baptised in St Raphael’s Anglican Church in Stratford Road, Durban. Gail’s
life story is one that reflects the awful insult that was apartheid when, as an 8 year old her
family was uprooted and relocated to Wentworth. Thereafter she worshipped in St
Gabriel's Church, Wentworth, where she was a member of the choir, the youth group and
a Sunday School teacher.
As an educator, twenty six years of Gail’s life and professional Career has been dedicated to
teaching and nurturing the children and their families within her community. She is
passionate about working with children, and one of her sweetest rewards is meeting
former pupils who share their joy-filled school experiences with her. Gail is also a very
beloved Mother of three daughters and five grandchildren. Her daughter Chantal is a
Program Advisor and Co-ordinator at an NGO that runs programs for children, Megan is a
Product Portfolio Manager and Robyn is a Talent Specialist. Her two grandsons and three
granddaughters range in age from 11 to 19.
When she retired from teaching, she joined the School of Humanities, at the Centre for
Creative Arts at the University of Natal (now UKZN) As an administrator, she was part of
the team which co-ordinated and facilitated the 4 annual international festivals known as,
Poetry Africa, the Jomba Dance Festival, the Durban International Film Festival and Time of
the Writer Festival.

She has written two plays. The musical, "Sasol Fever" has been

performed in Durban and the one-hander, "With Tears in my navy blue Eyes" has toured
internationally. Both plays are set in Wentworth. She has featured in a few commercials
and auditioned for film roles. One successful audition was for “The Eastern Bride" a film
which depicted the persecution of Christians in the Middle East and China.
Gail has been a parishioner at St Thomas since 2015. Her love and passion for our Lord
Jesus Christ shines through in her relationship with her children and the parishioners of St
Thomas.
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HEALING IN OUR LAND
There is a famous verse in the Old Testament book of
Chronicles which reads as follows:
“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will
forgive their sin and will heal their land. “
At no time since the inception of our democracy in 1994
has the sentiment expressed in the above verse been
more apposite. What is required is a deep spiritual and
moral introspection by our leaders and people.
There can be doubt that our people are in profound need
of healing. The evidence presented before the Zondi
Commission of Inquiry into state capture indicated the extent of corruption and mal
-administration that occurred during the Zuma period, the increase in crime reflected in the official crime statistics of last year as well as the carnage on the roads
over the festive season.
We as a people must realise the extent to which healing is required. South Africa
must still to continue to address the legacy of apartheid and centuries of colonial
oppression meted out to the indigenous people of our country. There is a powerful
religious element involved in such a process and all the faith based institutions and
religions have a fundamental role to play. Government and civil society also have
an indispensable role to play. We need as a nation to become a far more caring
and compassionate society. This is a spiritual, moral and political issue and it is essential that the wealth of the country be shared.
Although exemplary charitable work is done in our country in relation to the poor,
very much more needs to be done. Communities and people, rich and poor need
out to one another across the divisions in our diverse communities. We cannot afford to have islands of poverty and affluence. In the words of John Donne, the 16th
century English poet who said: ‘no man is an island entire of unto itself (but) part of
the main…’
The healing of our land requires that we revisit the values set out in the Constitution, such as non-racialism, human dignity and gender equality. Although South Africa is a country with infinite potential, it requires inspired and competent and political leadership of integrity to bring about the healing. As a nation must return to
values of our Constitution and contribute to the nation’s healing, which is not only
of spiritual but also has a political dimension. Therefore let us pray for President
Ramaphosa and his government that they will seek guidance from the Almighty
and govern in accordance with His will.
George Devenish.
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A profile of Tom Lambert
By Kay Pather
national colours in lawn bowls.
All these early milestones were however
just stepping stones to what was to
become a remarkable and highly
successful career as an educationist.
Tom taught for 15 years at Alexandra Boys
High and served a further 15 as deputy
and later, principal at Amanzimtoti High,
followed by an 8 year stint at the South
African Jockey Academy.
To crown such an memorable career, he
has authored a book called Chalk and
Cheese in which he shares his personal
and innermost thoughts and life
experiences with his wide circle of readers.

WHEN Tom Lambert tells you he’s been
around the block more than a few times,
you’d better believe it.
Licensed as a lay minister in the Anglican
Church for the past 44 years, Tom has
enjoyed an inspiring and eventful career,
spanning education, sport and church
activities he can truly be proud of.

In this frank and finely worded book, Tom
tells it like it is – warts and all – and even
courageously admits to his own failures
and indulgences in life.
One memorable passage from the book for
me was his admission of how difficult it
was to change his lifestyle “after so many
years of selfish conduct and overindulgence”.

His early memories take him back to his
childhood in the war years when he sat
with his grandfather listening to the BBC’s
“This Is London Calling”.

“Yet, I knew that to end the years of
trauma and anxiety I had caused my family,
I must immediately and with absolute
conviction put my life, faith and trust back
in the hands of my Saviour.”

He later studied at Michaelhouse and
graduated at the then University of Natal
with a B. Comm and an education diploma.

Tom spent 52 years of happy marriage with
his now late wife, Noel and they have two
sons, Tony and Digby and a daughter, Disa.

Sport played a critical role in his life
experience and apart from playing league
cricket for Zingari in Pietermaritzburg and
enjoying a four handicap in golf, he won

A journey well travelled and reputation
deservedly earned!
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING AT ST THOMAS B.L. (Before Lockdown!)
Times have changed but what has remained is our sense of community and being part of
the family of St Thomas.

FELLOWSHIP

THE CHRISTMAS MARKET

BOOKCLUB

CAROL SER
VICE
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Celebrating Ian’s 80th
Birthday!

Our wonderful St Thomas Tenors!

Dancing social at St T!
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Humour
Definition of "Anglican": A branch of Protestant
Christianity that tends toward tolerance in matters
of doctrine and theology, but will resist to the last
man any attempt to introduce a new hymn!

Q. How can you make God laugh?
A. Tell him your plans.

Oh for the days when we worried about the sound
system!

